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In the Mariana Islands, the Pentagon has 
steadily increased its presence through base-
building, weapons testing and war games as 
part of the broader U.S. Military’s “Pacific 
Pivot.” These changes have transformed the 
archipelago and surrounding waters into 
a “Study Area.” Multi-national war games 
happening throughout the year such as 
Cope North and Agile Reaper have brought 
in thousands of military personnel and new 
weaponry into the region to prepare for a 
future war. Throughout this time, certain 
words employed by the Pentagon to talk about 
war have circulated within our community, 
taking root in different ways. 

f o r eword

If the words we use are a 
reflection of our lived realities, 
what does this say about the 
way we talk about war?
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This booklet offers a chance to reflect on some of 
these terms and examine their significance in our 
everyday lives. If the words we use are a reflection 
of our lived realities, what does this say about the 
way we talk about war? The list of terms present-
ed here is not exhaustive and could include many 
others. What are some of the words used to talk 
about war and war preparation in your community?

Except for USINDOPACOM, which is both a
command center and a regional term developed
by the Pentagon, the words highlighted throughout
this book are not necessarily technical; most
of them you would use in everyday conversations
without explicitly connecting them to military
goals. The normalization of this language makes
discussing these terms all the more critical amidst
increasing militarization of the Pacific in our time.
In this way, I hope this project offers-even if just
briefly-a moment of pause, a chance to see the
terms in a new light, bring context to their exis-
tence and shine light on their daily usage.

This project was inspired by so many wonderful 
thinkers, advocates, scholars and community mem-
bers whose perspectives bring a sense of rooted-
ness to the ever-changing geopolitical tensions 
shaping the way we talk about our island homes. 
Throughout the booklet you will find community 
perspectives interwoven with broader and often-
times more “official” narratives for the reader to 
make their own connections and conclusions about 
how these perspectives diverge and converge. 

While the book speaks from a specific place, the Mar-
ianas archipelago, and even more specifically, the 
island of Saipan, the terms’ usage spans Oceania and 
beyond. Often, official and popular media narratives 
do not encapsulate the perspectives and relations 
that emerge from the term’s effects in everyday life. 
My hope is that if we can begin to undo the ways we 
talk about and view war histories, we can work to-
wards destabilizing the narrative of a future war on 
our islands. 
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/str ə ˈ tējik/
adjective 

1.relating to the identification 
of long-term or overall aims 
and interests and the means of 
achieving them.

2.carefully designed or planned 
to serve a particular purpose or 
advantage.

3.relating to the gaining of overall 
or long-term military advantage.

Oxford Dictionary

L I N K  T O  S O U R C E

L I N K  T O  S O U R C E

L I N K  T O  S O U R C E

L I N K  T O  S O U R C E

s t r a t e g i c 

https://pacificdigitallibrary.org/cgi-bin/pdl?e=d-000off-pdl--00-2--0--010-TE--4-------0-1l--10en-50---20-text-marianas+strategic--00-3-1-00bySR-0-0-000utfZz-800-%EF%BF&cl=search&d=HASH717aca892169390e1b3d9f.12&p=fullsize
https://pacificdigitallibrary.org/cgi-bin/pdl?e=q-000off-pdl--00-2--0--010-TE--4-------0-1l--10en-50---20-info-portugal--00-3-1-00bySR-0-0-000utfZz-8-00&a=d&c=pdl&srp=0&srn=0&cl=search&d=HASHb6aab822706f247a14c28f.5
https://uk.news.yahoo.com/pacifics-smallest-countries-critical-geostrategic-151904991.html?guccounter=1&guce_referrer=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbS8&guce_referrer_sig=AQAAAGQfnngi6RNwawMJ7C6wsHOlUlijAlZvN2lZ8k45zoNBvEwYqDZFyYt0NK31xC0-71qhCRVqHyo8267aXTSGIxyS7rXAtFpL23nQDS5kNkYZN7SH-uuTs7-7zsIwn49nJo7Q8P85-A7CFU9Fc5gy-NdAeNRtzEFqTCz_MRF2jLG2
www.mitt-eis.com


1 7

W O R D S  I N  T H E  PA C I F I C

THE LITTLE BOOK OF PENTAGON

THERESA ARRIOLA

The Mariana Islands are not only a part 
of the ring of f ire but will  always be a part 
of wars because of its strategic location. 
To be strategic could be respectful but 
in this case,  a community is forced to 
continuously be in the line of f ire.”

Analee Villagomez, Saipan

“
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/ ˈredēnəs/
noun

1.the state of being fully prepared 
for something
2. willingness to do something.

Oxford Dictionaryreadiness 

THERESA ARRIOLA
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r eadiness 

readiness 
L I N K  T O  S O U R C E

Link to source

L I N K  T O  S O U R C E

L I N K  T O  S O U R C E

L I N K  T O  S O U R C E

L I N K  T O  S O U R C E

L I N K  T O  S O U R C E

L I N K  T O  S O U R C E

https://www.airandspaceforces.com/PDF/MagazineArchive/Documents/2011/February%202011/0211spear.pdf
https://www.pacom.mil/Media/News/News-Article-View/Article/3335266/us-and-republic-of-korea-enhance-combat-readiness-with-combined-air-training/
https://news.usni.org/2023/05/04/gao-report-on-u-s-military-readiness
https://news.usni.org/2023/05/04/gao-report-on-u-s-military-readiness
https://news.usni.org/2023/05/04/gao-report-on-u-s-military-readiness
https://news.usni.org/2023/05/04/gao-report-on-u-s-military-readiness
https://www.airandspaceforces.com/article/1188pacaf/
https://www.pacom.mil/Media/News/News-Article-View/Article/3335266/us-and-republic-of-korea-enhance-combat-readiness-with-combined-air-training/
http://
https://dod.defense.gov/Portals/1/Documents/pubs/DoD_Readiness_Fact_Sheet_FINAL.pdf
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/ ˈsto ͞o ərd/
noun 

a person who looks after the 
passengers on a ship, aircraft, or 
train and brings them meals
a person responsible for supplies 
of food to a college, club, or other 
institution.

verb

(of an official) supervise 
arrangements or keep order at (a 
large public event).
manage or look after (another’s 
property).

Oxford Dictionary

s t e w a r d s t e w a r d 
L I N K  T O  S O U R C E

L I N K  T O  S O U R C E

http://
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wmXZjok0sbQ
www.mitt-eis.com
www.mitt-eis.com
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When I think of the word steward, I  think 
of a steward of our islands, someone who 
protects both the land and the sea. I  think 
this is how people who live in the Pacific 
should view themselves.  Everyone who lives 
or even just comes to our islands must be 
good stewards who nurture our environment 
to promote sustainability and good health 
for our current population and also for 
future generations.” 

Rica S. Dela Cruz, Saipan

“

s t e w a r d 

24

W O R D S  I N  T H E  PA C I F I C

THE LITTLE BOOK OF PENTAGON

THERESA ARRIOLA



26

W O R D S  I N  T H E  PA C I F I C

THE LITTLE BOOK OF PENTAGON

THERESA ARRIOLA

/ ˈpiv ət/
noun 

the central point, pin, or shaft 
on which a mechanism turns or 
oscillates.

turn on or as if on a pivot.
(especially in a business context) 
completely change the way in 
which one does something.

Oxford Dictionary

pivot
After a decade in

 w
hich w

e fo
ught two w

ars 

that cost us dearly,  in
 blood and treasure,  t

he 

United States is
 turnin

g our attention to the 

vast potentia
l o

f t
he A

sia
 Pacific region.

US P
re

sid
ent B

ara
ck O

bam
a in

 h
is 

2011 
addre

ss
 to

 th
e A

ust
ra

lia
n 

Parli
am

ent  

“The United States is a Pacific Nation”

   U.S. Departm
ent of State

L INK  TO  SOURCE

https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/blog/2011/11/17/president-obama-addresses-australian-parliament
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Our relationship with the U.S. Military 
is a complicated and sensitive topic.  Our 
people have benefitted in many ways from 
our relationship with the United States, 
but unfortunately there is a cost for that. 
Economist Milton Friedman said it aptly, 
there is no such thing as a free lunch.” 

Tracy Guerrero, Saipan 

“

pivot
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u s i n d o p a c o m 

“you-ess-In-DOh-pay-com”
noun 

The United States Indo-Pacific 
Command is the unified combatant 
command of the United States 
Armed Forces responsible for 
the Indo-Pacific region. It is the 
oldest and largest of the unified 
combatant commands.

Oxford Dictionary

“In recognition of the increasing 
connectivity between the Indian 
and Pacific oceans, today we rename 
the U.S. Pacific Command to U.S. 
Indo-Pacific Command,” said Mattis. 
“Over many decades this command 
has repeatedly adapted to changing 
circumstances and today carries that 
legacy forward as America focuses 
west.”

L I N K  T O  S O U R C E

L I N K  T O  S O U R C E

L I N K  T O  S O U R C E

L I N K  T O  S O U R C E

http://
https://www.pacom.mil/Media/News/News-Article-View/Article/2017160/milley-describes-indo-pacific-region-as-us-militarys-main-effort/
http://
https://crsreports.congress.gov/product/pdf/R/R47643
http://
https://media.defense.gov/2019/Jul/01/2002152311/-1/-1/1/DEPARTMENT-OF-DEFENSE-INDO-PACIFIC-STRATEGY-REPORT-2019.PDF
http://
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/U.S.-Indo-Pacific-Strategy.pdf


33

W O R D S  I N  T H E  PA C I F I C

THE LITTLE BOOK OF PENTAGON

THERESA ARRIOLA

W O R D S  I N  T H E  PA C I F I C

THE LITTLE BOOK OF PENTAGON

USINDOPACOM…-L-M-N-O-P
Stewards of readiness?
Pivoting Buildups to tear downs.
A forward presence of strategic BiPITI 
BopITIY Boo-
Boo Boo BE Boo! BOOP! 
Readiness to steward deterrence
Deferrence 
Defence
Defense
Defence-less Strategic readiness….
Are you ready?

Leila Fleming Staffler, Saipan 

“

u s i n d o p a c o m 
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phrasal verb of build 

1. assemble or accumulate 
something by putting parts or 
material together.

2. make a person or their body 
stronger.

Oxford Dictionary

bui ld
-up 

L I N K  T O  S O U R C E

L I N K  T O  S O U R C E

http://
https://www.guambuildupeis.us/documents/public_hearings/Handout.pdf
http://
https://www.wsj.com/video/guam-prepares-for-massive-military-buildup/2D9A949B-4593-488E-A991-C72AF265FA07
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bu i ld
-up 

The build-up shows the military getting 
bigger on our land, trampling our culture 
and nature. It’s displaced our people, 
damaged our environment, and threatened 
our way of life. 

As a native daughter of the Marianas and 
an environmentalist ,  I  f ight to protect our 
land and keep it healthy. The military’s 
growing presence upsets the harmony of 
our island, putting our traditions at risk 
and disrupting our pride of place.” 

Jihan Younis, Saipan

“
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Forward-basing, also known as forward 
deployment and forward presence, is 
a practice used by some militaries to 
establish an enduring presence in a foreign 
country as a means of power projection and 
furthering national interests.

Source: Wikipedia

f o r w a r d 
p r e s e n c e 

L I N K  T O  S O U R C E

LI
NK

 TO
 S

OU
RC

E

http://
https://www.dvidshub.net/image/7309029/9th-msc-command-team-celebrates-july-4-guam-saipan
http://
https://sgp.fas.org/crs/natsec/R47589.pdf
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noun

a state of readiness, especially 
for war.

Oxford Dictionary

preparedness
L I N K  T O  S O U R C E

http://
https://media.defense.gov/2019/Jul/01/2002152311/-1/-1/1/DEPARTMENT-OF-DEFENSE-INDO-PACIFIC-STRATEGY-REPORT-2019.PDF
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on our environment, dredging of reefs, 
taking of land, bringing more troops in, 
missile defense systems, clearing land 
for airstrips.  Overall,  we cannot look at 
preparedness from one angle,  but what it 
looks like for us as a community and that’s 
the crucial distinction. Because of course 
it’s good to prepare, but the process often 
goes under investigated. That’s where we 
as a community have to do a better job of 
investigating the process.  Also, what are 
we being prepared for? What does that 
word mean? Quite often that means we’re 
being prepared to be used in a potential 
conflict with China or North Korea. That’s 
not something that makes me sleep well 
at night or something that makes me 
excited about the future for my children. 
When you’re living here,  thats a different 
perspective and positionality.

Kenneth Gofigan Kuper, Guam

When the military talks about 
preparedness,  they are really talking 
about mission preparedness.  And if 
you look at the ultimate mission of the 
United States Military, it’s  to protect 
United States interests no matter where 
you are.   So military preparedness may 
sound from one perspective like a good 
thing because it means that the U.S. 
Military is “prepared” for any conflict, 
potential flash point,  maybe prepared 
to bring in humanitarian and disaster 
relief missions. But we have to look at 
what goes into preparedness,  right? A 
lot of their preparedness especially when 
it comes to the islands, especially Guam 
and the CNMI, it  comes at a price for 
us.  It usually means potential effects 

“

preparedness
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noun

the action of discouraging an 
action or event through instilling 
doubt or fear of the consequences.

Oxford Dictionary

de
te

rr
en

ce
L I N K  T O  S O U R C E L I N K  T O  S O U R C E

https://www.defense.gov/News/News-Stories/Article/Article/3566970/us-focuses-on-deterrence-as-china-raises-stakes-in-indo-pacific/#:~:text=U.S.%20Focuses%20on%20Deterrence%20as%20China%20Raises%20Stakes%20in%20Indo%2DPacific,-Oct.&text=The%20U.S.%20remains%20laser%2Dfocused,senior%20Pentagon%20official%20said%20yesterday.
https://www.defenseone.com/policy/2022/05/report-seize-initiative/366380/
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noun

1.the lowest part or edge of 
something, especially the part on 
which it rests or is supported.
2.a conceptual structure or entity 
on which something draws or 
depends.

verb

1.have as the foundation for 
(something); use as a point from 
which (something) can develop.

2.situate as the center of 
operations.

Oxford Dictionary

b a s e 
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https://www.stripes.com/migration/northern-marianas-military-bases-survive-super-typhoon-yutu-1.553438
https://pacificdigitallibrary.org/cgi-bin/pdl?e=q-000off-pdl--00-2--0--010-TE--4-------0-1l--10en-50---20-about-for+what+the+Tinian+base--00-3-1-00bySR-0-0-000utfZz-8-00&a=d&c=pdl&srp=0&srn=0&cl=search&d=HASH717aca892169390e1b3d9f.17


48

W O R D S  I N  T H E  PA C I F I C

THE LITTLE BOOK OF PENTAGON

THERESA ARRIOLA

acknowledgement s
Un Dangkulo na Si Yu’us Ma’ase/many thanks to
all of the community members who contributed to 
this project by sharing their personal perspectives 
about these terms. We live in a time where sweep-
ing geopolitical narratives about powerful nations 
like China and the United States in the Pacific take 
center stage in the media and many official sources 
do little to highlight our humanity in these islands 
we call home. Talking about militarism remains 
contentious in our community, especially when 
information about military planning is shared be-
tween Pentagon officials and government agencies. 
Community perspectives offer an alternative way 
of framing militarized wording that is explicitly 
public and freely accessible.

I would like to express my gratitude to Inkstick x
Bombshelltoe Media’s Creative Capsule Residency
team, with special thanks to Allyn, Laicie and
Lovely for their guidance and feedback throughout 
this process. I also want to thank Lehua Taitano, my 
mentor throughout the residency, who helped me 
to navigate the conceptualization and theorizing of 
this project. This project was inspired by the many 
great thinkers I was honored to work alongside 
during the creation of the Words About War Matter 
language guide (www.wordsaboutwar.org) with spe-
cial thanks to David Vine.



50

W O R D S  I N  T H E  PA C I F I C

THE LITTLE BOOK OF PENTAGON

THERESA ARRIOLA

S p r i n g b o a r d  t o 
t h e  P a c i f i c

T i p  o f  t h e  S p e a r Fu l c r u m  o f 
r e a l i g n m e n t

R e a l i s t i c

F r o n t  p o r c h  i n 
t h e  p a c i f i cS e c u r i t y B a r r i e r s

S t e p p i n g  s t o n e s

P a c i f i c  b a s i n

F r e e  a n d  O p e n

N a t i o n a l  d e f e n s e W h e r e  a m e r i c a’s 
d a y  b e g i n s 

C a u g h t  i n  t h e 
c r o s s f i r e

I s l a n d  c h a i n s

S p r i n g b o a r d s 
t o  A s i a

P a c i f i c  t h e a t r e 




